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SUB J : GULF SUSPENDS BANTRY TERMINAL OPERATIONS 

1 . DUE TO A TUG BOAT OPERATORS' STRIKE AT THE BANTRY BAY OIL 
TRANSSHIPMENT TERMINAL, GULF OIL COMPANY HAS DECIDED THAT NO 
TANKERS WILL CALL AT BANTRY UNTIL NORMAL TUG BOAT OPERATIONS ARE 
RESUMED. THE PROBLEM ORIGINATES IN A LONG-STANDING GULF PLAN TO 
RATIONALIZE OPERATIONS AT THE BANTRY TERMINAL AND TO REDUCE THE 
NUMBER OF TUG BOATS USED IN BERTHING TANKERS. THIS WOULD 
INVOLVE THE LOSS OF ABOUT 20 JOBS. THE UNIONS. OF COURSE, 

RESISTED THE PLAN, BUT WE UNDERSTAND THEY WERE BECOMING 
RECONCILED TO THE FACT THAT A CERTAIN NUMBER OF JOBS WOULD 
HAVE TO BE LOST IF THE TERMINAL WERE TO REMAIN OPEN. RECENTY, 

TUG BOAT OPERATORS BEGAN WORKING TO RULE. THE ACTION CENTERED 
ON A COMPLICATED FORMULA REGARDING THE NUMBER OF HOURS TO BE 
WORKED DURING THE UNLOADING OF A TANKER AT THE TERMINAL. THIS 
CAUSED ANOTHER DISAGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COMPANY AND THE UNION 
AND EVENTUALLY RESULTED IN THE PRESENT STRIKE. 

2. A GULF OFFICIAL HAS ADVISED US THAT DIVERSION OF TANKERS TO 
OTHER PORTS IS INCONVENIENT BUT DOES NOT PRESENT SERIOUS 
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PORTS. THERE IS LOCAL CONCERN THAT THE TERMINAL, WHICH IS IN EFFECT 
CLOSED FOR THE TIME BEING, MIGHT REMAIN CLOSED PERMANENTLY IF THE 
TUG BOAT OPERATORS DO NOT RETURN TO WORK. OVER THE PAST MONTHS 
THERE HAVE BEEN QUESTIONS AS TO THE ECONOMICS OF THE TERMINAL. 

GULF HAS SAID THAT THE FACILITY IS ECONOMIC AND THAT IT WISHES TO 
KEEP IT OPEN. HOWEVER, ITS ECONOMIC FEASIBILITY DEPENDS TO A LARGE 
DEGREE ON WHAT AGREEMENT IS REACHED WITH THE UNIONS. AT THE 
MOMENT THERE APPEARS TO BE GREATER PRESSURE ON THE UNIONS THAN 
THERE IS ON GULF INASMUCH AS THE COMPANY HAS ALTERNATIVE 
TERMINALS, BUT THE TUG BOAT OPERATORS ARE DRAWING NO PAY WHILE 
THEY ARE ON STRIKE. CURLEY 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PETROLEUM INDUSTRY, PETROLEUM PRODUCTION, POLICIES, LABOR STRIKES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 29 JUL 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CunninFX 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976DUBLIN01488 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760293-1061 
From: DUBLIN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 976071 0/aaaaaind. tel 

Line Count: 72 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: CunninFX 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <29 APR 2004 by ShawDG>; RELEASED <29 APR 2004 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <20 AUG 2004 by CunninFX> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GULF SUSPENDS BANTRY TERMINAL OPERATIONS 
TAGS: ENRG, El, US, GULF OIL CO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



